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CONFIDENTIAL HAVANA 1728 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PDEV MILI CU ET 

SUBJ: CUBAN INTELLECTUALS ON ERITREA/ETHIOPIA 

1 . FOR WHAT IT IS WORTH, CUBAN NOVELIST EDMUNDO DESNOES 
("MEMORIES OF UNDERDEVELOPMENT") AND SEVERAL OTHER REGIME INTEL- 
LECTUALS REMARKED TO ACTINGUSINT CHIEF, JUNE 21, THAT ERITREAN 
QUESTION CONFRONTS CUBA WITH VERY DIFFICULT MORAL PROBLEM. 
DESNOES INDICATED, AND OTHERS AGREED, THAT IT WOULD BE MORALLY 
WRONG TO USE CUBAN TROOPS AGAINST ERITREANS. 

2. DESNOES STATED THAT FIDEL CASTRO KNOWS DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
RATIONAL AND CIVILIZED NETO AND "AGGRESSIVE" MENGISTU. THEY 
EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE THAT CASTRO WOULD NOT INVOLVE CUBA ON 
MENGISTU'S SIDE AGAINST ERITREANS. 

3. COMMENT: WE FIND THESE COMMENTS OF INTEREST BECAUSE IT IS 
EXTRAORDINARILY RARE FOR CUBANS TO EXPRESS AN OPINION ON FOREIGN 
POLICY MATTERS ON WHICH CASTRO HAS NOT CLEARLY DEFINED HIS 
STAND. FOR EXAMPLE, ON JUNE 1 1 . GOVERNMENT-SELECTED 
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS REFUSED TO EXPRESS ANY OPINION ON 

ERITREA TO CODEL SOLARZ. WHILE WE DOUBT THAT INTELLECTUAL 
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OPINION HAS ANY IMPACT WHATSOEVER ON CASTRO, CUBAN INVOLVE- 
MENT IN ERITREA MIGHT WELL LEAD TO DETERIORATION OF ELAN 
WHICH HAS SO FAR BEEN GENERATED AMONG SOME ELEMENTS 
OF SOCIETY BY CUBAN MILITARY ACTIVITIES IN AFRICA. 
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